
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Scallop & Green Pea 
 

 
 

Quail Egg & Black Turnip 
 

 
 

Turbot 
Walnut Puree, Golden Raisins  

 

 

 
Tasting of Lamb 

Kidney, Loin, Pressing 
Selection of Table Garnishes 

 

 
 

Lime Salt Shot  
 

 
 

Cherry Soufflé  
Chocolate Sauce 

 

 
 

Vanilla Set Custard 
Orange, Coconut, Passion Fruit  

 
 
 



 

 

 

RESTAURANT  
 

 

History of The Wood Norton 

The exiled French Duc d’Aumale purchased the estate as a hunting lodge in 1872. On his death, 

the estate was passed to his great nephew – Louise-Phillippe-Robert, Duc d’Orleans. In 1879 Duc 

d’Orleans converted the hunting lodge into the Hall that stands today and in 1880 he moved with 

his wife (the former Princess Marie-Dorothee of Austria), his sister (Princess Louise-Francois) 

and other members of the French royal family.  

In 1907 the royal wedding of Duc d’Orleans’ sister, Princess Louise, and Prince Charles of 

Bourbon took place. The chapel at Wood Norton was too small for the wedding and another 

chapel was erected on the lawn. This had not been consecrated so at the last minute the civil 

wedding had to be held in a corrugated hut down Avon Street, Evesham. The main ceremony was 

then held at Wood Norton Hall. The Orleans family lived at Wood Norton until they returned to 

France in 1912 and the Hall was sold to a series of private owners. 

Wood Norton was bought by the BBC in 1939 so it could relocate its operations away from 

London in the event of hostilities. A dozen studios were quickly erected and by 1940 Wood 

Norton was one of the largest broadcasting centres in Europe with an average output of 1,300 

programmes a week.  

Wood Norton was home of the BBC’s Monitoring Service until 1943, when monitoring moved to 

Reading. The move was made to release space so Wood Norton could become the BBC’s main 

broadcasting centre should London have to be evacuated. 

After the war, Wood Norton became the home of the BBC Engineering and Training Department, 

now branded the BBC Academy. It was used for a lot of location filming, including the 1970 

Doctor Who serial Spearhead from Space and the 1974 Doctor Who serial Robot.  

Wood Norton became a listed building in 1994 and the Hall itself was sold off by the BBC in 2000 

and converted into a private hotel and conference centre. The hotel finally ceased trading in 

2010 due to financial problems. It was bought by a private British investor and opened in 

October 2012 under the management of Bespoke Hotels. The BBC retains its Technical and 

Operational Training centre in the extensive grounds. 

 


